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Implementing a Content and Language Integrated Learning in the Algerian
Higher Education: Perspectives and Challenges

The globalization of education and the demand for multilingual and multicultural competencies
have propelled the adoption of Content and Language Integrated Learning (CLIL) as a pivotal
pedagogical approach in higher education. This study investigates the prospects and challenges
of implementing CLIL within the Algerian higher education system. The primary objectives
are to assess the feasibility of integrating CLIL in Algerian universities, identify the perceived
challenges, and evaluate the impact on students' language proficiency and subject knowledge.
Employing an experimental research approach, data collection encompasses the utilization of a
questionnaire to gauge stakeholder perspectives, language proficiency tests, and classroom
observations to assess the effectiveness of the CLIL approach. The research findings offer
valuable insights. Firstly, stakeholders expressed a favorable disposition towards the
introduction of CLIL in Algerian higher education, citing its potential to enhance language
proficiency, subject knowledge, and international competitiveness. Students, in particular,
perceived CLIL as a valuable opportunity to acquire specialized language skills while engaging
with academic content. Secondly, while the implementation of CLIL demonstrated an
improvement in students' language proficiency, it also revealed inherent challenges. In
particular, instructors faced difficulties in adapting to the CLIL approach, requiring additional
training and support to effectively deliver subject content in a second language. Additionally,
students encountered challenges related to the increased cognitive load of learning both
language and subject simultaneously. Lastly, the study found that the successful
implementation of CLIL in Algerian higher education necessitates strategic planning, including
faculty development and curriculum design. Furthermore, the study recommends that
institutions provide ongoing support for both instructors and students to navigate the
complexities of CLIL, fostering a more favorable environment for its sustainable integration.
Ultimately, the research underscores the potential benefits of CLIL for Algerian higher
education and emphasizes the need for comprehensive measures to address the challenges of
implementation.

Keywords: Content and Language Integrated Learning, higher education, challenges, attitudes

Summary

In the dynamic landscape of higher education, the adoption of innovative pedagogical
approaches has become an imperative response to the demands of a globalized world. A
prominent paradigm in this context is Content and Language Integrated Learning (CLIL), which
combines language instruction with the acquisition of subject-specific knowledge. This study
delves into the implementation of CLIL within the Algerian higher education system, offering
an in-depth exploration of the perspectives and challenges associated with this educational

framework.



The central objectives of this research endeavor to evaluate the feasibility of integrating
CLIL in Algerian universities, understand the perceived challenges, and assess the impact of
CLIL on students' language proficiency and subject knowledge. To address these objectives,
the research adopts an experimental approach, combining a variety of research instruments. A
comprehensive questionnaire is employed to capture the perspectives of stakeholders, including
faculty, students, and administrators, regarding the introduction of CLIL in the higher education
system. Furthermore, language proficiency tests are utilized to measure the impact of CLIL on
students' linguistic competence. Classroom observations provide insights into the effectiveness
of the CLIL approach in practice.

The study's findings offer a nuanced perspective on the prospects and challenges of
implementing CLIL in Algerian higher education. Firstly, the research reveals a prevailing
optimism among stakeholders regarding the introduction of CLIL. Students, in particular,
welcome the opportunity to enhance their language proficiency while simultaneously engaging
with specialized academic content. For instance, students expressed enthusiasm about the
potential to acquire both subject knowledge and advanced language skills, making them more
competitive in the global academic landscape.

However, the study also uncovers notable challenges in the path to effective CLIL
implementation. Instructors, despite their willingness to embrace the approach, faced
difficulties in adapting to this novel pedagogical model. Many instructors recognized the need
for additional training and support to effectively deliver subject content in a second language.
Additionally, students encountered cognitive challenges when balancing the demands of
language learning and content acquisition. These challenges included the need to manage
increased cognitive load and the necessity to build robust language and subject-specific

strategies.



In light of the findings, the study presents recommendations to guide the successful
implementation of CLIL in Algerian higher education. It emphasizes the need for strategic
planning, faculty development, and curriculum design to facilitate the integration of CLIL.
Continuous support and professional development opportunities should be provided for
instructors to enhance their competency in delivering content in a second language.
Simultaneously, students should receive support to develop effective language learning and
subject-specific strategies. In doing so, Algerian higher education can fully realize the potential
benefits of CLIL, fostering an environment that nurtures advanced language skills and subject

knowledge, ultimately enhancing the international competitiveness of its graduates.



