
















A Competency Based Instructional Framework to Remediate the Linguistic 

Failure of English as Foreign Language Learners 

 
Abstract. The educational system in Algeria has recently implemented teaching English at 

primary schools. Its main objective is to modernize and promote education to meet the standards 

of globalization since English is regarded as an international language used in science and 

technology. The emphasis on teaching English indicates the efforts of the Algerian educational 

practitioners to address the English linguistic failure of Algerian learners and develop their 

communication skills when using this international language.   Along this line of thought, the 

present investigation aims at applying the competency based approach at the secondary school 

to teach learners the skills and strategies of producing well-structured statements and utterances. 

It tends also to explore the different reasons behind Algerian learners’ failure to provide correct 

linguistic structures. To glean adequate data for this research, an experimental study was 

undertaken in the secondary school of Makari, M’sila.  This experimental study was conducted 

with a control and an experimental group of learners. The learners in the experimental group 

were taught English with the focus on the linguistic competence and with the use of the CBA. 

On the other hand, learners in the control group were taught English without the implementation 

of the CBA in their curriculum. After the teaching sessions, both groups were provided with a 

test which examines their ability of processing the linguistic structures. This study used also a 

focused group interview to triangulate the data gathered and to understand both teachers’ and 

students’ perceptions towards the implementation of the CBA to address learners’ linguistic 

failure. This investigation confirmed that the CBA promotes secondary school learners’ 

linguistic ability to produce well-structures sentences. It also demonstrated also a welcoming 

sign of interest among the students and teachers towards the use of this teaching approach at 

the secondary level.  
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Summary  

 

The introduction of English language instruction at the primary level in Algeria 

represents a significant reform in the country's educational system. This initiative is driven by 

the overarching goal of modernizing education and aligning it with global standards, 

recognizing English as an international language of science and technology. The introduction 

of English at the primary stage reflects the commitment of Algerian educational practitioners 

to rectify the linguistic challenges faced by Algerian learners and equip them with the necessary 

communication skills in this global lingua franca. 

 



The primary objective of this research is to employ a competency-based approach 

(CBA) in the secondary school system to teach students the skills and strategies required for 

constructing well-structured statements and utterances in English. Simultaneously, the study 

seeks to investigate the underlying causes of Algerian learners' difficulties in producing 

linguistically accurate structures. To collect comprehensive data for this research, an 

experimental study was conducted in the secondary school of Makari, M’sila. This study 

encompassed both a control group and an experimental group of learners. The experimental 

group received instruction in English with a specific focus on linguistic competence and the 

application of the CBA. In contrast, the control group received traditional English instruction 

without the incorporation of the CBA in their curriculum. Following the teaching sessions, both 

groups underwent a test assessing their ability to manipulate linguistic structures. Additionally, 

a focused group interview was conducted to triangulate the data, shedding light on the 

perceptions of both teachers and students regarding the implementation of the CBA to address 

learners' linguistic challenges. 

The findings of this investigation conclusively demonstrate that the application of the 

CBA significantly enhances the linguistic competence of secondary school learners, enabling 

them to produce well-structured sentences. Furthermore, the study reveals a positive reception 

among both students and teachers towards the utilization of this teaching approach at the 

secondary level. As Algeria strives to further integrate English language instruction into its 

educational system, the results of this research offer valuable insights into the efficacy of 

competency-based approaches and their potential to strengthen students' linguistic abilities. 

In light of these findings, it is recommended that the Algerian educational system 

continue to explore and promote competency-based approaches in English language education. 

This approach can be expanded to a broader range of schools and regions to address linguistic 

difficulties effectively and enhance students' ability to communicate in English. Additionally, 



ongoing professional development for teachers can help them effectively implement the CBA 

and ensure its success in improving students' linguistic skills. This research underscores the 

importance of aligning language instruction with the demands of a globalized world, where 

English proficiency is increasingly essential for academic and professional success. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


