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Exploring the Proficiency of CLIL Students in English Writing for 

Publication: A Comparative Analysis 

 
Abstract 

 In accordance with the principles of content and language integrated instruction (CLIL) within 

the realm of higher education, students engaged in CLIL programs perceive the act of writing 

for publication as a paramount objective they aspire to attain. In response to this imperative, 

they are presently committed to acquiring the requisite proficiencies in English writing for 

publication. Consequently, the present study seeks to investigate the impact of Content and 

Language Integrated Learning on students' capacity to engage in writing for publication. To this 

end, a comparative analysis is undertaken, scrutinizing the English manuscripts produced by 

two distinct groups of students: 25 CLIL participants and 25 non-CLIL participants. To amass 

empirical data, three distinct research instruments are employed. Initially, a questionnaire is 

administered to both groups of students to ascertain their areas of deficiency. Subsequently, a 

documentary analysis is conducted on the manuscripts submitted by both CLIL and non-CLIL 

students. Finally, interviews are conducted with ten reviewers affiliated with diverse academic 

journals to facilitate cross-validation of the collected data. The resultant data is subjected to 

rigorous statistical analysis, involving the computation of means, standard deviations, and 

percentage distributions. The findings of this investigation reveal a noteworthy disparity in the 

acceptance rates of manuscripts authored by CLIL students in comparison to those penned by 

their non-CLIL counterparts. The higher acceptance rate of CLIL students' manuscripts can be 

attributed to their elevated levels of linguistic and discourse competences. Specifically, with 

respect to linguistic features, CLIL students exhibit a proficiency in constructing well-

organized sentences, utilizing appropriate grammatical elements, and demonstrating a 

command of verb tenses. As for discourse competence, CLIL students demonstrate the ability 

to construct coherent and cohesive paragraphs, displaying an awareness of the constituent 

elements of a paragraph, including thesis statements, main ideas, and supporting details. In light 

of these findings, a series of recommendations are proffered to address the identified disparities 

and enhance the effectiveness of language and content integration initiatives in higher education 

settings. 

 

Key Words: Content and Language Integrated Learning, Writing for Publication, 

Written manuscripts, Linguistic competence, Discourse competence.  

 

 

Summary  

    The study is grounded in the principles of Content and Language Integrated Instruction 

(CLIL) within higher education, where students participating in CLIL programs consider 

writing for publication a crucial objective. The theoretical framework underscores the 

significance of acquiring proficiencies in English writing for publication, emphasizing the 

integral role of CLIL in shaping students' language and content integration skills. This approach 

aligns with the broader educational landscape focusing on interdisciplinary methodologies and 

language immersion. 

 

    The primary objective of the study is to investigate the impact of Content and Language 



Integrated Learning on students' capacity to engage in writing for publication. Specifically, the 

research aims to discern any disparities in the acceptance rates of manuscripts between CLIL 

and non-CLIL students. By comparing 25 participants from each group, the study seeks to shed 

light on how CLIL influences linguistic and discourse competences in writing. This exploration 

is essential for understanding the effectiveness of CLIL programs in fostering students' abilities 

to contribute to scholarly publications. 

 

    To gather empirical data, the study employs three research instruments. Initially, a 

questionnaire is administered to both CLIL and non-CLIL students to identify areas of 

deficiency. Subsequently, a documentary analysis is conducted on the manuscripts produced by 

both groups, providing a qualitative evaluation of their writing. Lastly, interviews with ten 

reviewers from diverse academic journals are conducted to cross-validate the collected data. 

This multifaceted approach ensures a comprehensive understanding of the factors influencing 

the acceptance rates of manuscripts. 

 

    The study's findings reveal a significant disparity in the acceptance rates of manuscripts 

authored by CLIL students compared to non-CLIL counterparts. The higher acceptance rate of 

CLIL students' manuscripts is attributed to their elevated levels of linguistic and discourse 

competences. Linguistically, CLIL students demonstrate proficiency in constructing well-

organized sentences, using appropriate grammatical elements, and commanding verb tenses. In 

terms of discourse competence, they exhibit the ability to construct coherent and cohesive 

paragraphs, displaying awareness of paragraph elements, including thesis statements, main 

ideas, and supporting details. These findings highlight the positive impact of CLIL on students' 

writing capabilities for publication. 

 

     In conclusion, the study provides valuable insights into the effectiveness of CLIL in higher 

education settings, particularly concerning writing for publication. The identified disparities in 

acceptance rates emphasize the importance of CLIL in enhancing linguistic and discourse 

competences among students. The recommendations put forth in light of these findings aim to 

address the identified disparities and improve the overall effectiveness of language and content 

integration initiatives in higher education. This study contributes to the ongoing discourse on 

interdisciplinary approaches to education and the role of language immersion in academic 

writing proficiency. 


