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The Implementation of Competency Based Approach in LMD System: New 

Prospects Towards Teaching English for Professional Requirements 

Abstract 

The educational system in Algeria has recently witnessed a great shift called a reform which is 

characterized by the use of the Competency Based Approach (CBA). Its main objective is to 

modernize and promote teaching English to meet the standards of employability requirements, 

i.e., a shift from understanding the theoretical concepts (a content based approach) to 

developing the ability to process these concepts particularly in the ESP labor situations. Along 

this line of thought, the present investigation aims at applying this approach to the contexts of 

teaching English for specific purposes in order to meet the standards of employability 

requirements. Therefore, this study examines the effect of implementing the CBA in the context 

of ESP to help students acquire professional and academic competencies which meet the 

standards of the globalization requirements. To glean adequate data for this study, an action 

research was undertaken at the department of Political Sciences; M’sila university. The students 

were taught English for specific purposes using the CBA during the intervention phase, After 

the teaching sessions, students were provided with a post-test which examines their ability to 

process information in professional situations. The results collected from both pre –

intervention, post-intervention phases, and questionnaires were analyzed and compared to each 

other. The overwhelming bulk of the amassed data from the research instruments have yielded 

a wide range of insightful findings. This investigation confirmed that the CBA shares the same 

objective of the higher education which is grooming up students from becoming effective 

leaders in their chosen field and gaining labour skills.  
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Summary  

The educational landscape in Algeria has recently undergone a transformative reform 

marked by the adoption of the Competency-Based Approach (CBA). This reform seeks to 

modernize and enhance the teaching of English with the explicit aim of aligning educational 

outcomes with the requirements of employability. In essence, the shift entails moving from a 

traditional content-based approach that prioritizes theoretical understanding to a focus on 

developing the ability to apply and process these theoretical concepts, particularly within the 

context of English for Specific Purposes (ESP) related to professional settings. The present 

investigation is motivated by this educational reform, which introduces the CBA into the ESP 

context, with a specific objective of preparing students to meet the global employability 

standards by acquiring the requisite professional and academic competencies. 



To carry out this study, an action research methodology was employed within the 

Department of Political Sciences at M’sila University. During the intervention phase, students 

received instruction in English for specific purposes using the CBA. Subsequently, after the 

teaching sessions, the students underwent a post-test designed to evaluate their ability to apply 

acquired knowledge in professional scenarios. Data were collected in both pre-intervention and 

post-intervention phases, complemented by questionnaires to provide comprehensive insights 

into the impact of the CBA. 

The findings of this research are instrumental in shedding light on the efficacy of the 

CBA in enhancing the competencies of students within the ESP context. The data analysis 

revealed that the implementation of the CBA in ESP aligns closely with the broader objectives 

of higher education, aiming to equip students with the skills and knowledge essential for 

becoming effective leaders within their chosen fields. The CBA fosters the development of 

labor skills, while emphasizing the acquisition of professional and academic competencies. For 

instance, students who received instruction through the CBA exhibited a notable improvement 

in their ability to apply theoretical knowledge to practical, professional situations. They 

demonstrated a higher level of adaptability, critical thinking, and problem-solving skills, 

indicative of their readiness to meet the demands of the global workforce. 

The implications of this study are multifaceted. Firstly, it underscores the significance 

of integrating the CBA into ESP instruction to equip students with the skills necessary to excel 

in their respective professions. This pedagogical approach aligns with the evolving demands of 

the job market, where practical application of knowledge is of paramount importance. 

Additionally, the research highlights the importance of aligning higher education with 

employability standards, emphasizing the role of universities in nurturing future leaders and 

professionals. It is recommended that educational institutions further embrace and adapt the 

CBA to ensure graduates are adequately prepared for the complexities of contemporary 



professional settings. This study reinforces the importance of an outcomes-based approach in 

education, emphasizing not just theoretical knowledge but also the development of practical 

competencies that are vital in a globalized and competitive job market. 

 

 

 


