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A Needs Analysis Framework to Implement Language and Content
Integrated Instruction in the Algerian Higher Education

The Algerian higher educational system has recently shifted attention away from content-
focused teaching approach to content and language integrated instruction. This shift aims to
produce new mass of generations that meet the standards of globalization era. In a response to
this need, the Algerian higher educational staff has accordingly encouraged the integration of
content and language integrated instruction (CLIL) which is a dual-focused teaching approach
aiming to teach content through an additional language (English) and teaching this additional
language (English) through learning the content. In the light of this thought, the aim of this
study is to implement a needs analysis framework to Algerian content teachers who will be
prepared for CLIL instruction. In other words, it tends to explore the necessities, lacks, and
wants that should be included in the training programs of content teachers. To collect data, a
structured questionnaire is distributed to forty content teachers to find out their necessities,
lacks, wants, and perspectives, and a structured interview is also carried out with forty language
teachers to design a framework of the training program. The results are analyzed with the regard
to the statistical elements (means, standard deviations) and the percentages presented. The
findings revealed that the framework of the training program of content teachers to be content
and language teachers should include features related to the structural, lexical, and discoursal
levels of language (i.e., linguistic and rhetorical). As a result, a set of recommendations are
provided to address the situation.

Keywords: CLIL, needs analysis, training program, structural, lexical, discoursal levels
Summary

Recent shifts in the Algerian higher education system have redirected their focus from
traditional content-centered teaching approaches to a more dynamic model known as Content
and Language Integrated Instruction (CLIL). This transformation seeks to prepare a new

generation of individuals who can meet the evolving demands of the globalized era. In response



to this educational shift, the Algerian higher education faculty has been proactive in
encouraging the adoption of CLIL, which emphasizes a dual-focused teaching approach—
teaching subject matter through an additional language (English) and concurrently teaching the
additional language (English) through the acquisition of content knowledge. Within this
context, this study endeavors to implement a comprehensive needs analysis framework tailored
to Algerian content teachers, who are primed to embrace CLIL instruction. The central
objective is to unearth the specific requirements, deficits, and preferences essential for the
development of training programs for content teachers.

The primary objectives of this research are rooted in the exploration of the critical
requirements and expectations necessary for the preparation of content teachers in the CLIL
framework. To achieve this aim, the research deploys a structured questionnaire, distributed to
a sample of forty content teachers, to elicit their perspectives on the necessities, lacks, wants,
and expectations regarding CLIL training programs. In parallel, structured interviews are
conducted with a group of forty language teachers to collaboratively design an effective
framework for CLIL training programs. These research tools, carefully designed and
administered, facilitate the comprehensive collection of data that offers a well-rounded view of
the teachers' perspectives and requirements.

The research findings illuminate the nuances of CLIL training programs and provide
insights into the specific needs identified by content teachers. The study revealed that content
teachers voiced a need for comprehensive coverage across various dimensions of language
acquisition. For example, on the structural level, content teachers identified the importance of
linguistic features such as vocabulary, grammar, and syntax. This finding underscores their
aspiration for language proficiency that extends beyond basic communication to encompass

more advanced linguistic competencies.



On the lexical level, content teachers emphasized the significance of an enriched
vocabulary and terminology in the target language, which is English. This illustrates their
awareness of the value of subject-specific language knowledge in the context of CLIL, as well
as their expectation that training programs should equip them with a rich and specialized
lexicon.

Moreover, content teachers expressed a strong desire for rhetorical skills development,
a need extending to the discoursal level of language. This reflects their recognition of the
importance of effective communication, academic discourse, and argumentation withina CLIL
framework. The findings thus indicate their aspiration for training programs to encompass the
development of sophisticated rhetorical abilities and discourse strategies.

In light of the findings, a set of recommendations is provided to address the identified
needs of content teachers in the CLIL framework. The training programs should encompass a
comprehensive approach that addresses the structural, lexical, and discoursal levels of language.
This includes the incorporation of advanced linguistic features, subject-specific vocabulary
development, and rhetorical and discourse skill enhancement. Additionally, training should be
designed to integrate subject-specific content seamlessly with language instruction,
emphasizing the reciprocal relationship between language and content in the CLIL framework.
These recommendations are integral to developing robust CLIL training programs that
adequately prepare content teachers to deliver effective, language-rich instruction in the higher

education context.



