            Social Paradox in the American Society 
                     during the Roaring Twenties

 Introduction    

         The roaring twenties was a reactionary period in the American history. It began with the red scare due to the fear of the growth of Communism in Russia. It started after the World War I, so that there was a growing amount of social unrest and upheaval, and lasted until the great depression. The twenties was a decade of change;  America speedily became a modern nation, especially with the change of social attitudes. Technological innovation brought a rapid change to the American life which particularly affected economic prosperity. Most of the Americans refered to the President Calvin Coolidge’ say ’’The chief business of the American people is business,1925.’’ (From the book an outline of the American  history p.113).

         The American society during the roaring twenties was a paradoxical one. The rise of social dichotomies represented the darker side of the decade. New social values emerged during the time period, which were difficult to be determined as acceptable or not in the American society. These social changes in the American society gradually led to the emergence of violence and crime.









LITERATURE REVIEW
     
        There has been a considerable amount of previous works in this field ‘’ the roaring twenties’’, including Bright Young Things ‘’A Modern Guide to the Roaring Twenties’’ (2012) by Alison Maloney. It treated the good aspects of the roaring twenties, by mentioning that the American society was a high society that enjoyed prosperity. The 1920’s, as the best era that the United States knew along history, is the idea illustrated in the book ‘’An Illustrated History of the US’’ written by Bryn O’Callaghan.                         
       
         The new women in 1920’s, who became freer, earned their freedom and granted their rights. Jazz, prohibition and flappers were the major characteristics that shaped this period which were seen by the writer Joshua Seitz in his book ’’Flapper’’ a madcap story of sex, style, celebrity, and the women who made America modern.  Mercia Amidon Husted in the book entitled ‘’The Roaring Twenties’’ (2014) discovers the era of prohibition, flappers, and jazz; also, it described the era from a general context.
     
         This research proposal focuses on the social paradoxes of the roaring twenties so as to provide a descriptive analysis in order to explain the main social events that shaped this era, by mentioning the different social changes that emerged. It treats the roaring twenties by its both sides ‘’the good and the bad sides’’ in order to mention the different contradictories that existed in the American society during the roaring twenties.








Problem  statement

         The roaring twenties was the period that changed the whole American life. It made the American society live in a paradox situation. One side it was the best era ever, when people enjoyed prosperity; on the other side, it was the worst of times, especially with the rise of violence and crime. For that, the questions that will be the departury point of the study are: 

· What sort of social paradox did the roaring twenties introduce to the American society?
-  Where does this paradox lie? And, to what extent did the life of American women changed in the 1920’s.


 OBJECTIVES OF THE RESEARCH
       
         The main goal of this research is to develop an understanding of the roaring twenties. The American society was a troubled one since many problems appeared. The objectives of this work is to provide a comprehensive view of that period by talking about its best and worst social aspects, and to provide a general explanation for the different social changes that emered in the American society, particularly, the new freedom that American women tend to enjoy, and the fate of the African-Americans.









Method/ methodology

          To answer to the question posed so far, this study will make use of an Eclectic Approach, in which Analytical Descriptive methods are to be used. The nature of the topic requires an Analytical approach in analyzing the time period by its two sides the best and the worst, and Descriptive approach to describe the social changes that appeared in the American society during the 1920’s. The answers of the questions will be fundamentally based on primary sources ‘’ books’’ as the first source of this proposal. Secondary sources, on the other hand, incorporate different articles and websites.

ORGANIZATION OF THE WORK 

[bookmark: _GoBack]       This research proposal is going to be divided into two chapters. The first chapter is entitled ‘’ THE CHANGING LIVES OF AMERICAN SOCIETY.’’ This chapter will tackle two main themes which are: the new life of the American women. It will focus on how the women’s role changed during the roaring twenties, and how this affected the American society. 
     
      On the other hand, the second chapter ‘’NATIVISM AND THE RISE OF ORGANIZED CRIME’’  is going to describe the situation of the African-Americans in the 1920’s, how was the effect of this situation on the emergence of the ku Klux Klan, and also the rise of Nativism. Finally, it will analyze how all these events contributed to the rise of violence and crime in the American society.  
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