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Technological Developments in Modern Warfare: The Impact of Drones and Artificial
Intelligence on the Rules of International Humanitarian Law
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abstract:

Rapid technological development, particularly in the fields of artificial intelligence and
autonomous systems, is bringing about an unprecedented transformation in the nature and
battlefield of war. Machines are no longer merely tools that execute the operator’s commands;
they have begun to function as active agents capable of analyzing data, selecting targets, and
executing attacks within fractions of a second. In light of this new reality, international
humanitarian law, which was originally designed in the era of conventional warfare, faces an
existential test. There is an urgent need to adapt this legal framework to the evolving
technological landscape in order to ensure that humanitarian principles remain at the core of
any armed conflict.
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