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Abstract:

Amidst the rapid digital transformation, digital platforms and social media have increasingly targeted
children with content specifically designed to capture their attention and stimulate continuous engagement.
While these platforms offer potential educational and entertainment benefits, their digital allure often

conceals underlying forms of covert exploitation. These include the collection of personal data,
manipulative consumerist targeting, and subtle psychological influence.

This paper explores the tension between the ostensibly safe digital entertainment offered to children
and the commercial practices that often exploit their digital behavior in imperceptible ways. We highlight
the existing legislative and regulatory gaps that have yet to keep pace with the digital shift, particularly in


mailto:Salami.saidani@univ-msila.dz
mailto:Leila.feguri@univ-msila.dz

relation to the protection of children's digital rights. Our study underscores the urgent need to reassess legal
and regulatory frameworks and to develop more comprehensive and stringent policies aimed at
safeguarding children from digital exploitation. We also advocate for increased transparency in the
operations of digital companies and platforms, and call for the involvement of multiple stakeholders—
including policymakers, child development experts, and civil society—to establish a safer and more
equitable digital environment for children.

Keywords:Digital allure, digital transformation, covert child exploitation, legislative gap
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