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Summary:

Algerian society during the French occupation period has
experienced a great social decline due to the colonial policy
implemented by France, which main target was to erase the
components of the Algerian Arab-Islamic identity. Amid the
centennial celebrations of the French occupation of Algeria and the
actions of the French authorities, the Association of Algerian Muslim
Scholars was established on May 5, 1931. This association is
considered one of the most engaged movements in social life,
influenced by its surrounding environment. This is due to the nature of
its work and the goals it set from the beginning, which are primarily
focused on the social field. Therefore, it was knowledgeable and
aware of all social issues, attempting to reform them according to its
perspective. Sheikh Abdelhamid Ibn Badis, in the subject of reform,
did not differentiate between men and women; he considered them
both as a single foundation for building a righteous Muslim society.
His attention to individual reform meant both men and women alike.
Hence, he emphasized the importance of educators teaching the legal
truths to both females and males for Islamic upbringing.

The association called for the advancement of women so that men
would not be delayed. Thus, the focus was on providing them with

religious education and liberating them from all forms of injustice and
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cultural domination, advocating for a moderate freedom that is neither
a rebellion against their human nature nor a form of slavery in any
way. It is essential to uplift them. This research paper will address the
following issue: What is the strategy adopted by the Association of
Algerian Muslim Scholars to advance women? And did it play a role
in fostering the renaissance in Algeria?

Keywords: Algerian women, reform movement, renaissance, social
reform, westernization, Association of Algerian Muslim Scholars.
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