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Abstract:

This presentation addressed the topic of cognitive competencies among
kindergarten teachers in dealing with gifted children, based on the growing
importance of specialized educational approaches for children with high
abilities. It began by exploring the theoretical foundations of cognitive
competency development through a review of three pedagogical approaches: the
competency-based, constructivist, and developmental approaches. The
presentation then analyzed the essential relationship between cognitive
competencies and the teacher's educational performance, emphasizing that the
richness of a teacher’s cognitive content reflects her pedagogical flexibility and
effectiveness in interacting with children. The discussion included key
theoretical models (Tardif’s model and Shulman’s model), which clarify the
structural dimensions of cognitive competence within the educational context.
The final section provided an in-depth analysis of the role of cognitive
competence in understanding the characteristics of gifted children and adapting



to their psychological and educational needs, with a real-life example
demonstrating the link between theory and practice. The presentation concluded
with a set of recommendations stressing the need for continuous training, the
conscious integration of theory into educational action, and the development of
curricula specifically tailored to gifted children.

Keywords: cognitive competencies — teacher — kindergarten — gifted child —
educational performance.
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