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MONITORING THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE POTATO MOTH PHTHORIMAEA OPERCULELLA
(LEPIDOPTERA: GELECHIIDAE) IN THE KHEMIS EL KHECHNA REGION - BOUMERDES
PROVINCE - DAMAGE ASSESSMENT. HAMDANI Mourad®, HOCEINI Faizal!, HOCEINI Amina?,
BOUTERRA Nacera®, BICHE Mohamed* Email: hamdani2579@yahoo.com / mourad.hamdani@univ-msila.dz Work
addresses:(1): Department of Agricultural Sciences, Faculty of Sciences, University of Msila, Algeria.(2): Department
of Biological Sciences, Faculty of Sciences, University of Médéa, Algeria.(3): Department of Biological Sciences,
Faculty of Sciences, University of Msila, Algeria.(4): Department of Agricultural and Forestry Zoology, National
Higher School of Agronomy of El Harrach, Algiers, Algeria.

Our study focuses on the development of the potato moth Phthorimaea operculella Zeller in the Boumerdes province.
Monitoring the insect on seasonal and late-season potato crops involves observing six microplots, each of which
contains twenty plants. A count of the attacked plants is then performed. The results show that damage is recorded on
the vegetative part and on tubers, with varying rates. The Khemis el Khechna region has a high attack rate, with 26%
on leaves and none on tubers in the open field for the seasonal crop, while for the late-season crop, a rate of 12% was
recorded on leaves and 90% on tubers.

In the laboratory, after tuber storage, for the early-season harvest, no attacks were recorded on tubers, while for the late-
season harvest, the rate was 87%.
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