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Popular Poetry in the Memory of the Algerian Resistance (1830-1954) :
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Abstract.

Popular poetry excelled in portraying a vivid image of the Algerian resistance
experience in all its manifestations in confronting the colonial phenomenon over more than a
century and a quarter, before the outbreak of the November 1, 1954 Revolution, which pushed
the occupiers into the dustbin of history after the enormous sacrifices made by Algerians on
the altar of freedom.

This paper examines the scenes depicted by this literary form through the mouths of
praise singers and storytellers in social communication arenas and spaces, which dissected
policies and outlined their repercussions. These depictions had a positive impact on
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mentalities and mobilizations, prompting the French authorities and their allies to perceive
their danger and assess their influence, leading them to confront their creators through
repression and intimidation, as well as by attempting to study them and draw lessons from
their content.

Keywords: Resistance — Popular Poetry — Algeria — Meddahin — French Occupation —
Malhiin — Memory.
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