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Abstract:

This study examines the phenomenon of receding French hegemony across the African
continent, focusing on the Sahel region as the center of gravity for this contemporary
geopolitical transformation. The research begins by analyzing the structural failures within the
"Frangafrique" system and the rise of decolonial consciousness, which has redefined national
sovereignty away from Parisian tutelage. The study highlights the transition from "formal
independence” to "corrective sovereignty" through a case study of the Alliance of Sahel
States (AES), while analyzing the intense international competition involving emerging powers
such as Russia, China, and Turkey. The study concludes that the French decline is not merely a
military withdrawal, but a radical reshaping of the African regional order—one founded on the
diversification of partnerships and liberation from monetary and security dependency.
Keywords: African Sovereignty, Decolonialism, The Sahel Region, CFA Franc, Geopolitical

Transformation.
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