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Abstract:

This research analyzes Brazil’s participatory budgeting model, focusing on
Porto Alegre’s success in engaging citizens in local development. It explores the
mechanisms enabling public involvement in resource allocation and evaluates
their impact on development priorities. The study highlights how participatory
budgeting empowered citizens to influence spending, improving public services,
equity, and government accountability. Findings reveal enhanced trust and
responsiveness to community needs due to institutionalized participation
channels. However, challenges persist in sustaining engagement and ensuring
inclusive representation across all societal groups. The Porto Alegre case
demonstrates participatory budgeting’s potential to democratize decision-making
while underscoring the need for strategies to maintain long-term participation and
broader inclusivity.

Keywords: Community Participation; Local Development: Participatory
Budgeting; Porto Alegre: Participatory Democracy
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